[Corneal collagen crosslinking in the treatment of infectious keratitis].
To investigate the feasibility and clinical efficacy of corneal collagen crosslinking (CXL) for the treatment of infectious keratitis. Noncomparative interventional case series.19 patients with infectious keratitis admitted to our hospital between November 2011 and January 2012 were recruited into this study, CXL was performed when medications combined proved poor therapeutic effects. Postoperatively, the graft status, graft clarity, the visual prognosis and postoperative complications were recorded. In 15 cases, there was improvement in symptoms one week after operation.3 cases remained stable, while 1 case reported deteriorated function at the same time.One month after operation, Corneal melting was arrested and complete epithelialization was achieved in 13 cases, 5 cases experienced significant improvement and 1 patient experienced corneal ulcer perforation.2 month after surgery, patients with healed corneal ulcer increased to 17 cases, and 2 cases experienced corneal ulcer perforation. Those 17 cases with healed corneal ulcer were followed up for 6 months, 15 cases had significant improvement in best-corrected visual acuity, 2 cases had no significant change, and no relapse was observed in those 17 cases. Our experience based on the above and other cases suggest that CXL could be an effective tool in battling difficult cases of infectious keratitis. This treatment could present many advantages but will need further investigation both by in vitro and in vivo studies.